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Welcome Back! 

After a lovely few weeks break, we’ve returned after Easter refreshed and ready to 
start the final term of the year. There are many events and festivals that we will be 
looking at this term and we will start by looking back at the origins of Easter in the 

Christian calendar, before moving on to Passover, Ramadan and Father’s Day.  

The first half of term will also be spent looking at Weather and Seasons, and we will 
be using this topic to connect to many different areas of learning. We will be looking 
at experiments to replicate the weather, understanding the science of why we have 

4 seasons but other countries don’t follow the same pattern, and we will be 
exploring animal and plant life-cycles and how the seasons and weather can affect 

the conditions needed for growth. We will also develop communication and language 
skills by learning the words used for weather and seasons in other languages.  

Duxford Scarecrow Trail 

We are very excited to be taking part in the Duxford 
‘Scarecrow Trail’ which will be running on the 

weekend of the 1st and 2nd June. We will be using this 
as a fantastic opportunity to get the Preschool 
children working together to design and build a 

scarecrow for visitors to find. This activity brings the 
children so many learning opportunities; from 

exploring materials and expressing themselves 
through art and design, to developing self-confidence 
when having ideas and making decisions, and working 

together with others to achieve a common goal. 

Important Dates 

6th May - Preschool closed 

27th - 31st May - Half term 

1- 2 June - Scarecrow trail 

3rd June - Preschool closed 

5th June – Preschool photos 

July 24th – Last day of term 

Notifying us of Absences 

If your child is going to miss a session, then please let us know by either leaving a 
message on the Preschool answering machine (01223 830459) or by emailing 

businessmanager@duxfordpreschool.org.uk. Natalie will then make sure that the 
message is passed on to the rest of the Preschool team. 

Fundraising Spotlight - The Giving Machine 

Have you signed up yet? We get a donation whenever you shop online, and it doesn’t 
cost you a penny! Sign up at www.thegivingmachine.co.uk using code 265867.  
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ECaT Top Tip 

Nicola and Danielle are the early language lead practitioners and we have been 
working hard over the last year to implement the ECaT (Every Child a Talker) 

programme and to ensure that children attending Duxford Preschool are supported 
to the very highest level in their speech language and communication development.  

The ‘Top Tip’ for this half term is: Make learning language fun – play around with 
words, sounds and sentences and don’t be afraid to talk in funny voices or have silly 
conversations. The more children see you experimenting with language, the more 

likely they’ll be able to do it themselves. 

Welcome to Joanne! 

We are delighted to welcome 
Joanne Carmel to the Preschool 
Team as a part-time practitioner 

who will be working all day Monday, 
and Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Thursday mornings. Joanne has 
worked in childcare and early years 
education for over 5 years and has 
already formed some great bonds 

with the children at Preschool. 

Invoices 

Invoices for the term have now been issued, 
and we kindly remind you that full payment is 

due by 8th May as per our Fee Policy. 

Payments received after this date will incur a 
late fee of £20, unless prior agreement has 

been made so please do contact us as soon as 
possible if you have difficulty in making this 

payment so that we can make arrangements 
for a mutually agreeable payment plan. 

Email Contacts 

For questions about staffing, teaching and learning, the Statutory Framework, child-
related concerns or complaints, please contact Pippa on 

manager@duxfordpreschool.org.uk 

For questions about admissions, session requests, invoicing, funding, general business 
development, or to let us know of your child’s absences, please contact Natalie on 

businessmanager@duxfordpreschool.org.uk 

If you have any concerns about your child’s development or behaviour, or would like 
to share anything about them with your child’s key person, please use 

keyworker@duxfordpreschool.org.uk 

If you have specific questions about Forest School, please contact Carrie & Heather 
(our FS Leaders) on forestschool@duxfordpreschool.org.uk 

In the manager’s absence, or to speak with Nic or Carrie as your child’s key person, 
then please use deputy@duxfordpreschool.org.uk 


